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1. PURPOSE

,  w i t h  a  s p e c i f i c  e m p h a s i s  o n  
l a b o r a t o r y  f i n c h e s. 

 

2. RESPONSIBILITY  

Principal investigators (PIs) and their research staff, veterinary care staff. 

 
3. Introduction  

3.1.
providing a heat source such as a heated pad, jacket, or heat lamp. Provide heat until the animal has recovered 
from anesthesia. Care should be taken to not overheat or burn the animals.  

3.4. Never leave an anesthetized animal unattended. 

4. MATERIALS  

4.1. Material or equipment to provide or conserve body heat, e.g., gauze pads, towel, heating pad, jacket, or heat lamp. 
If using heat lamp, use 60W bulbs or less. 

4.2. Ophthalmic ointment (natural tears) 

4.3. Gas anesthesia machine, calibrated within the last 12 months, with adequate gas scavenging system or filter 

4.4. Induction chamber constructed of a see-through material (glass, polycarbonate, etc.)  

4.5. Tight-fitting mask 

4.6. Isoflurane 

4.7. Ketamine (100mg/mL)  *Controlled drug 

4.8. Xylazine (20mg/mL) 

4.9. Midazolam (5mg/mL) 

4.10. Atropine (0.5mg/mL) 

 
5. PROCEDURES FOR ADULTS 

5.1. As a pre-anesthetic, atropine 0.01mg/kg can be administered to prevent secretions. 

5.2. Isoflurane anesthesia: 

5.2.1. Induction:  

5.2.1.1. Place the mask, connected to the Bain circuit, over the beak of the animal  

5.2.1.2. Adjust the oxygen 
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5.2.2.3. Apply ophthalmic ointment (natural tears) to both eyes to prevent dryness and damage to the 
cornea. Reapply as needed. 

5.2.3. Recovery: 

5.2.3.1. Turn off the isoflurane vaporizer, flush the system and keep the animal on oxygen.  

5.2.3.1. Transfer animal to their cage once it begins to move and allow to recover fully (sternal position). 

5.3. Injectable anesthesia:  
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ANALGESIA       
�… meloxicam: finch: 0.25mg/kg, PO or SC, every 24 hrs   
�… butorphanol: finch: 2 - 4 mg/kg IM every 4 - 6 hrs   
�…��OTHER_________________________________________   Initial the appropriate boxes when completed 

 

 Animal ID Date 
Analgesia SC fluids 
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