
 
 
 

 

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE  #540 

FINCH HUSBANDRY 
 

 

SOP 527.02- Avian Husbandry  Page 1 of 4 

1. PURPOSE 

This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) describes the basic procedures for routine care and husbandry of laboratory 
finches. 

2. RESPONSIBILITY  

  Animal care staff, facility manager. 

3. MATERIALS  

 Personal Protective equipment 

3.1.1. Fit-tested N95 respirator    

3.1.2. Lab coat 

3.1.3. Gloves 

3.1.4. Shoe cover 

3.1.5. Bonnet 

 Cage cards  

 Finch diet  

 Calcium block 

 Avian grit 

 Clean water bottles  

 Clean cages with pan, paper cage liner, pan bedding  

 Clean or sterilized environmental enrichment devices  

 Disinfecting solution  

4. PROCEDURES 

 Observation of animals and environment: 

4.1.1. Observe all birds daily for illness, injury,general condition, and abnormal behavior. Report any health or 
behavioral 
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4.10.1. Maintain room temperatures between 21 and 27° C.  

4.10.2. Maintain relative humidity between 30% and 70%.  

4.10.3. Maintain a daily log of room temperature and humidity.  

 Bedding:  

4.11.1. Use paper liner as bedding material.  

 Lighting:  

4.12.1. Provide a regular diurnal lighting cycle.  

4.12.2. Lights are controlled by timers set at a photoperiod of 12 to 14 hours of light. Check the timer 
performance routinely.  

 Space requirements:  

4.13.1. Provide cages that are appropriate in size for the number of birds housed in them. Refer to 
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Modified by the Veterinary Committee on (yyyy-mm-dd):  2023-07-19 

Approved by the Downtown Campus B FACC on (yyyy-mm-dd): 2023-08-31 
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2023.07.19 2. RESPONSIBILITY  
Animal care staff, facility supervisor, facilities manager 

2023.07.19 

3.1. Personal Protective equipment 
3.1.1. Fit-tested N95 respirator    
3.1.2. Lab coat 
3.1.3. Gloves 
3.1.4. Shoe cover 
3.1.5. Bonnet 

2023.07.19 3.2. Darwin 

https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/LaboratoryBirds.pdf

