
2. CONSIDERATIONS  

Resear c h anim als are vita l for the adv anc eme nt of sc ienc e; howev er , co ns id er ati on of the ir long- ter m we lfar e is a 
contin ui ng conc er n.  
Not all sc ie ntif ic en dpo ints in anim al -bas ed res e ar c h requ ir e eut ha nas ia and thu s many an ima l et hic s com mitt ees hav e 
adop ted an alter n ativ e ter m to des c r ibe anim al dis p os iti on wh en t he sc ien tif ic endp oi nt is reac h ed, t he ex per im ent al 
endp oi nt. An exp er im ent al endp oi nt in th is con tex t ma y inc l ude eutha nas i a but  co uld als o inc l ude rep ur pos i n g th e an ima l.  
Howev er , rep ur pos i ng of anim als in mu lti ple stu di es or proc edur es may res ult in cumul ativ e suff er in g du e to subs eque nt  
proc edur es or pur pos e.  th a t may caus e pa in, dis c omf o r t,  or str es s. Along a sim il ar lin e of reas on in g, cum ul ati v e end poi nts 
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5.2.5. Keep records of all monitoring and intervention activities both in the animal room and electronic archives. 

5.2.6. Animals should be subjected to only one severe or high welfare impact experience in their lifetime (a 
category of welfare impact level D or E; see the CCAC guidelines on categories of welfare impact). 

5.2.7. For large animals with cumulative endpoints, animal welfare will be assessed by a committee composed of 
a veterinarian, a member of the research staff, the principal investigator, and a representative of animal 
welfare (e.g., animal health technician, animal welfare coordinator) to assess the quality of life of each 
animal and determine if cumulative endpoints have been reached. Meetings will be held annually, and the 
decisions will be based on the veterinarian’s annual exam, the welfare assessment, observations of the 
animal behaviors, and the number of surgeries/anesthesia events performed on the animal.  

5.3. After the scientific activity is complete: retrospective analysis 

5.3.1. Evaluate the effectiveness of the scientific endpoints and humane intervention points. 

5.3.2. Incorporate the accumulated experience and evaluations to further improve the animal monitoring regime, 
endpoints, and welfare assessment to improve the animal’s welfare. 

6. EXAMPLES OF ‘LONG-TERM’ STUDIES 

6.1. 
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