STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE #638
POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT TRAINING
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5.2.1.2. Criteria: define what you want from the animal, how you want them to do it (e.g., sitting,
standing etc..), for how long, etc.

5.2.1.3. Signal: determine the signal that will be used to the animal for the desired behavior, e.g. A hand
gesture, a physical object, a cue word, etc.

5.2.1.4. Steps: determine the series of small increments or steps needed to learn the desired behavior.

5.3. Determine the rewards the animal likes best and note ones that are highly desirable; these can be used as big
rewards. It is best to have a variety of rewards to choose from.

5.4. Pair a primary reinforcer, e.g., a favored treat, with a positive connection with your animal and your bridge (or
neutral stimulus) such as a clicker, whistle, spoken word, etc. This will become the secondary or conditioned
reinforcer.

5.5. Training

5.5.1. Training sessions should be documented.

5.5.2. Training sessions should occur frequently, ideally daily, and not last longer than 10 to 15 minutes.
Consistency in training will yield better results; it may be advisable to limit the number of individuals
involved in training each animal.

5.5.3. Only bridge or reinforce on the desired behavior.
5.5.4. Once the animal has established the desired behavior depending on the species, a cue can be added.
The cue can be a word or specific gesture depending on the animal and/or your preference.
5.5.5.
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